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H.C.R. No. 58

;E HOUSE CONCHRRENWT RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Citizens of Texas and Members of the Texas
Legislature were greatly saddened by the loss of one of their

most distinguished fellow citizens in the passing on Tuesday,

+ pebruary 6, 1973, of Matt Davis, Associate Justice of the Court

of Civil Appeals, Sixth District; and

WHEREAS, Born November 19, 1908, he was the son of Wesley

"and Bettie Davis and one of seven children; his father was a

"tenant farmer in Upshur County, and it was here that Justice Davis

- was reared; and

WHEREAS, After the death of his mother in 1918, Justice

Davis lived with his father and brothers until he left home at

Ithe age of 15 to work his way through the Glenwood School; and

WHEREAS, His mother's ambition was for her son to be a

lawyer, and this ambition became that of the young Matt Davis;

' he tried to enter college but could not since Glenwood School was

" not then affiliated; he worked as a laborer on farms and other

3;1obs and married on October 26, 1929, at which time he returned

‘to the soil as a tenant farmer, but he still had his desire to

become a lawyer; and
WHEREAS, He continued to farm, but the depression in the

early 1930's brought hard years and it was at this time that he

" decided to try for a law license; he traded two fryers and a mess

';of turnip greens for his first law book, which he studied by

kerosene lamp at night; and
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WHEREAS, In 1934, he learned that he would have to have an
Haffiliated high school diploma before he would be allowed to take
examinations for a law license; he decided to seek the office of

~justice of the peace, was elected, and while holding the post

_entered Gilmer High School in the fall of 1935; and
WHEREAS, After he received his high school diploma in June,
1936, he had to wait 27 months before being allowed to take the
examinations for his law license; he was allowed to take the
examination in February, 1940, and he was licensed in April, 1940;
before he became an attorney, Justice Davis was elected to the
- Texas House of Representatives, serving in the 46th Legislature
iin 1939; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis practiced law for 14 years before
. deciding to seek a position on the Court of Appeals of the Sixth
- District: he was successful in that 1954 race and served on the

court until his death; and

WHEREAS, This distinguished individual wvas a judge of the
E people; the language of his opinions, although sometimes looked
.‘upon disapprovingly by some appellate judges, was expressive,
. colorful language which spoke directly in candor and earthiness

,'with similes and metaphors of everyday life. Once vhen Justice

f,Davis' opponent was endorsed by the vast majority of lawyers in

the district, he explained to the voters that his opponent
represent{yed the lawyers but that he represented the people;
Justice Davis won the election; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis was a member of the First Methodist

" Church of Gilmer, a former president of the Methodist Men's Club,

- 63R2114 RWJ-D 2




10
11
12
13
Fu
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

i
i

i
|

fy

former member of the church's governing board, and former teacher

i of the men's Sunday school class; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career on the bench, Justice Davis

~always sought to serve the people to the best of his ability; he

 wrote many important decisions and made many great contributions

"to the lav and the legal profession; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis will long be remembered for his great

' honesty, integrity, and fairness, and as a man who constantly

tried to do what was best for the people of Texas; and

WHEREAS, He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Eddie Mae Davis
of Gilmer:; three daughters, Wrs. Alfred J. Erdos of San Diego,
Mrs. Doyle Dumas of Henderson, and Mrs. Jan Hacklet of Sherman;
one son, Dr. Charles M. Davis, Jr., of San Diego; one sister,
Mrs. Carl Sorrells of Ore City; three brothers, Alton Davis of
Gilmer, Austin Davis of Gladewater, and Marion Davis of Kansas
City, Missouri; and five grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that the Texas Legislature and
all the people of Texas pay trihute to Justice Matt Davis for his
many contributions to his state, his community, and his profession,
and extend sympathy to his family; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Repre#entatives of the 63rd

; Legislature, the Senate concurring, That this Resolution stand
i in memory of Justice Matt Davis, distinguished attorney, judge,
_and servant of the people of Texas; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That official copies of this Resolution be prepared

for the members of his family as an expression of deepest sympathy

" from the Texas Legislature.

- 63R2114 RWJI-D 3




.:vﬁ:
g b % 1973

members

c%

Add names of all
hief C”l'er / House of Representatives

- —



15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23

24

By: Grant, et al ' H.C.R., lNo,., 58

HOUST CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Citizens of Téxas and Members of the Texas
Legislature were greatly saddened by the loss of one of their
most distinguished fellow citizens in the passing on Tuesday,
February 6, 1973, of Matt Davis, Associate Justice of the Court

of Civil Appeals, Sixth District; and

WHEREAS, Born November 19, 1908, he was the son of Wesley

'and Bettie Davis and one of seven children;’his father was a

tenant farmer in Upshur County, and it was here that Justice Davis

was reared; and

WHEREAS, After the death of his mother in 1918, Justice
Davis lived with his father and brothers until he left home at
the age of 15 to work his way throuch the Glenwood School; and

WHEREAS, His mother's ambition was for her son to be a
lawyer, and this ambition became that of the young Matt Davis;
he tried to enter college but could not since Glenwood School was
not then affiliated; he worked as a laborer on farms and other
jobs and married on October 26, 1929, at which time he returned
to the scil as a tenant farmer, but he still had his desire to

become a lawyer; and

WHEREAS, He continued to farm, but the depression in the
early 1930's brought hard years and it was at this time that he
cdecided to try for a law license; he traded two fryers and a mess

of turnip greens for his first law book, which he studied by

kerosene lamp at night; and
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WHEREAS, In 1934, he learned that he would have to have an
affiliated high school diploma before he would be allowed to take
examinations for a law license; he decided to seek the office of
justice of the peace, was elected, and while holding the post

entered Gilmer High School in the fall of 1935; and

WHEREAS, After he received his high school diploma in June,
1936, he had to wait 27 months before being allowed to take the
examinations for his law license; he was allowed to take the
examination in February, 1940, and he was licensed in April, 1940;
before he became an attorney, Justice Davis was elected to the

Texas House of Representatives, serving in the 46th Legislature

in 1939; and
WHEREAS, Justice Davis practiced law for 14 years before
deciding to seek a position on the Court of Appeals of the Sixth

District; he was successful in that 1954 race and served on the

court until his death; and .
WHEREAS, This distinguished individual was a judge of the
people; the language of his opinions, although sometimes looked
upon disapprovingly by some appellate judges, was expressive,
colorful language which spoke directly in candor and earthiness
with similes and metaphors of everyday life. Once when Justice
Davis' opponent was endorsed by the vast majority of lawyers in
the district, he explained to the voters that his opponent
represented the lawyers but that he represented the people; Justice

Davis won the election; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis was a member of the First Methodist____
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Church of Gilmer, a former nresident of the Methodist Men's Club,

former member of the church's governing board, and former teacher

of the men's Sunday school class; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career on the bench, Justice Davis
always sought to serve the people to the best of his ability; he
wrote many important decisions and made many great contributions

to the law and the legal profession; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis will long be remembered for his great
honesty, integrity, and fairness, and as a man who constantly

tried to do what was best for the people of Texas; and

WHEREAS, He is survived by his wife, Mrs, Eddie Mae Davis
of Gilmer; three daughters, Mrs. Alfred J. Erdos of San Diego,
Mrs, Doyle Dumas of Henderson, and Mrs. Jan Hacklet of Sherman;
one son, Dr. Charles M. Davis, Jr., of San Diego; one sister,
Mrs. Carl Sorrells of Ore City; three brothers, Alton Davis of
Gilmer, Austin Davis of Gladewater, and Marion Davis of Xansas

City, Missouri; and five grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that the Texas Legislature and
all the people of Texas pay tribute to Justice Matt Davis for his
many contributions to his state, his community, and his profession,

and extend sympathy to his family; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the 63rd
Legislature, the Senate concurring, That this Resolution stand
A
in memory of Justice Matt Davis, distinguished attorney, judge,

and servant of the people of Texas; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That official copies of this Resolution be prepared_
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for fhe members of his family as an expression of deepest sympathy
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ENROLLED

H.C.R. No. 58

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Citizens of Texas and Members of the Texas
Legislature were greatly saddened by the loss of one of their
most distincuished fellow citizens in the passing on Tuesday,
February 6, 1273, of Matt Davis, Associate Justice of the Court
of Civil Appeals, Sixth District; and

WHEREAS, Born November 19, 1908, he was the son of Wesley
and Bettie Davis and one of seven children; his father was a
tenant farmer in Upshur County, and it was here that Justice Davis
was reared; and

WHEREAS, After the death of his mother in 1918, Justice
Davis lived with his father and brothers until he left home at
the age of 15 to work his way thrquqﬁ the Glenwood School; and

WHEREAS, His mother's ambition was for her son to be a
lawyer, and this ambition became that of the young Matt Davis;
he tried to enter college but could not since Glenwood School was
not then affiliated; he worked as a laborer on farms and cther
jobs and married on October 26, 1929, at which time he returned
to the soil as a tenant farmer, but he still had his desire to
become a lawyer; and

WHEREAS, HMe continued to farm, but the depression in the
early 1930's brought hard years and it was at this time that he
decided to try fo£ a law license; he traded two fryers and a mess
of turnip greens for his first law book, which he stucdied by

kerosene lamp at night; and
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WHEREAS, In 1934, he learned that he would have to have an
affiliated high school diploma before he would be allowed to take
examinations for a law license; he decided to seek the office of
justice of the peace, was electéd, and while holding the post
entered Gilmer High School in the fall of 1935; and

WHEREAS, After he received his high school diploma in June,
1936, he had to wait 27 months before being allowed to take the
examinations for his law license; he wés allowed to take the
examination in February, 1940, and he was licensed in April, 1940;
before he became an attorney,_Justice Davis was elected to the
Texas House of Representatives, serving in the 46th Legislature
in 1939; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis practiced law for 14 years befbfe
deciding to seek a position on the Court of Appeals of the Sixth
District; he was successful in that 1954 race and served on the
court until his death; and |

WHEREAS, This distinguished individual was a judge of the
people; the language of his opinions, although sometimes looked
upon disapprovingly by some appellate judges, was expressive,
colorful language which spoke directly in candor and earthiness
with similes and metaphors of everyday life. Once when Justice
Davis' opponent was endorsed by the vast majority of lawyers in

the district, he explained to the voters that his opponent

represented the lawyers but that he represented the people; Justice

Davis won the election; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis was a member of the First Methodist
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Church of Gilmer, a former oresident of the Methodist Men's Club,
former member of the church's governing board, and former teacher
of the men's Sunday school class; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career on the bench, Justice Davis
always sought to serve the people to the best of his ability; he
wrote many important decisions and made many great contributions
to the law and the legal profession; and

WHEREAS, Justice Davis will long be remembered for his great
honesty, integrity, and fairness, and as a man who constantly
tried to do what was best for the people of Texas; and

WHEREAS, He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Eddie Mae Davis
of Gilmer; three daughters, Mrs. Alfred J. Erdos of San Diegé,
Mrs. Doyle Dumas of Henderson, and Mrs. Jan Hacklet of Sherman;
one son, Dr. Charles M. Davis, Jr., of San Diego; one sister,
Mrs. Carl Sorrells of Ore City; three brothers, Alton Davis of
Gilmér, Austin Davis of Gladewater, and Marion Davis of Kansas
City, Missouri; and five grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that the Texas Legislature and
all the people of Texas pay tribute to Justice Matt Davis for his
many contributions to his state, his community, and his profession,
and extend sympathy to his family; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Représentatives of the 63rd
Legislature, the Senate concurring, That this Resolution stand
in memory of Justice Matt Davis, distinguished attorney, judge,
and servant of the people of Texas; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That official copies of this Resolution be prepared
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for the members of his family as an expression of deepest sympathy
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Weddington Wieting Willis

Whitehead Williams Wilson

Whitmire Williamson Wyatt
President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that H.C.R. No. 53 was unanimously adopted

by a rising vote of the House on April 25, 1973.

Chief Clerk of the House

I hereby certify that H.C.R. No. 58 was unanimously adopted

by a rising vote of the Senate on April 26, 1973.

Secretary of the Senate
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